Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative (MBHI)
EQIP and WHIP System Determination List

Louisiana
EQIP WHIP
Base Base
Program Payment | Payment
Practice Set - Level Practice Type Description Units Rate Rate
Mudflat * Gradual Shallow Flood: Average of saturated to 2" of water
EQIP 646 - Shallow Water Disk or roll stubble / vegetation + *shallow flood by October 15 and manage
WHIP Development and M-1 structures to hold under saturated conditions until November 15 or until
Management **winter flood. ac $22.35 $22.35
QP 646 - Shallow Water Disk or roll stubble / vegetation + *shallow flood by September 15 and manage
WHIP Development and M-2 structures to hold under saturated conditions until November 15 or until
Management **winter flood. ac $60.68 $24.43
EQIP 646 - Shallow Water Disk or roll stubble / vegetation + *shallow flood by August 15 and manage
WHIP Development and M-3 structures to hold under saturated conditions until November 15 or until
Management **winter flood. ac $80.73 $44.47
QP 646 - Shallow Water Disk or roll stubble / vegetation + *shallow flood by July 15 and manage
WHIP Development and M-4 structures to hold under saturated conditions until November 15 or until
Management **winter flood. ac $82.77 $46.50
646 - Shall Wat
EQIP Developa;nzx an&;er M-5 Disk or roll stubble / vegetation + *shallow flood by July 15 and manage
WHIP truct to hold und turated diti til Feb 15.
Management structures to hold under saturated conditions until February ac $90.85 $54.60
Mid-Winter
Food ** Gradual Winter Flood: Average of 6" - 10" of water
646 - Shallow Water . . .
EQIP Leave standing stubble or fallow vegetation + **winter flood by October 1 and
WHIP Development and F1 hold/maintain flood until January 30
Management vt ac $26.10 $26.10
EQIP 646 - Shallow Water Leave standing stubble + **winter flood by November 15 and hold/maintain
WHIP Development and F2 flood until January 30.
Management ) ac $20.10 [ $20.10
EQIP 646 - Shallow Water Manipulate standing voluntary vegetation on fallow/idle cropland (fallow/idle
WHIP Development and F-3 for more than 12 previous months) + **winter flood by November 15 and
Management hold/maintain flood until January 30. ac $28.20 $28.20
646 - Shallow Water . . I
EQIP Manage and manipulate vegetation, close and maintain structures from
WHIP Development and F4 November 15 and hold flood until January 30 (non-pumping)
Management v pumping ac $12.60 $12.60
Flood ** Winter Flood: Average of 6" - 10" of water *
Extension [Shallow Flood: Average of saturated to 2" of water
QP 646 - Shallow Water
Development and C1 **Winter flood held on land in crawfish production until July 15.
WHIP
Management ac $20.63 [ $20.63
EQIP 646 - Shallow Water
WHIP Development and c-2 **Winter flood held on land in crawfish production until August 15
Management ac $24.70 $24.70
EQlP 646 - Shallow Water **Winter flood on cropland (non-crawfish) by November 15 and hold/maintain
WHIP Development and ME-1 flood until January 30
Management ' ac $16.20 [ $16.20
EQIP 646 - Shallow Water **Winter flood on cropland (non-crawfish) by November 15 and hold/maintain
WHIP Development and ME-2 flood until February 15
Management ’ ac $18.20 $18.20
EQlp 646 - Shallow Water **Winter flood on cropland (non-crawfish) by November 15 and hold/maintain
WHIP Development and ME-3 flood until March 1
Management —— ac $20.20 [ $20.20
646 - Shall Wat
EQIP allow \Water **Winter flood on cropland (non-crawfish) by November 15 and hold/maintain flood
Development and ME-4 X
WHIP until March 30.
Management ac $24.20 $24.20
QP 646 - Shallow Water
Development and ME-5 *Shallow flood held on cropland (non-crawfish) November 15 until January 15.
WHIP
Management ac $6.43 $6.43
EQIP 646 - Shallow Water
WHIP Development and FE-1 **Winter flood held on cropland (non-crawfish) January 30 until March 1.
Management ac $4.38 $4.38
EQP 646 - Shallow Water
Development and FE-2 **Winter flood held on cropland (non-crawfish) January 30 until March 30.
WHIP E—
Management ac $6.43 $6.43
Creation/
Enhancement
EQIP 647 - Early Successional
WHIP Habitat Establishment Plan accordingly and as needed to facilitate vegetative management of shallow water areas.
and Management
EQIP (587 - Structure for Plan / Design accordingly and as needed to facilitate the above flooding.
WHIP |Water Control
EQIP ) . . 4 )
WHIP 356- Dike Plan / Design accordingly and as needed to facilitate the above flooding.
EQiP 1342 -ACr|t|caI Area Plan accordingly and as needed to facilitate Dike construction.
WHIP__[Planting




Louisiana Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative Activity Descriptions

Mudflat Habitats
M-1

Where activity is used; M-1 is abbreviated for Mudflat habitat creation and can be used on ricefields,
other cropland, moist soil units, shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The M-1 activity requires the field to be disked twice, rolled, or water buffaloed so the
majority of vegetation is at least at soil level prior to flooding by October 15. Ideally the field should be
gradually flooded up to a maximum depth of 2 inches accommodating early fall migrating shorebirds
and waterfowl such as blue-winged teal and Northern pintails. The M-1 flood must mimic mudflat
conditions until November 15 and can be extended with ME-1, 2, 3, 4, or 5.

M-2

Where activity is used; M-2 is abbreviated for Mudflat habitat creation and can be used on ricefields,
other cropland, moist soil units, shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The M-2 activity requires the field to be disked twice, rolled, or water buffaloed so the
majority of vegetation is at least at soil level prior to flooding by September 15. Ideally the field should
be gradually flooded up to a maximum depth of 2 inches accommodating fall migrating shorebirds and
waterfowl such as blue-winged teal and Northern pintails. The M-2 flood must mimic mudflat
conditions until November 15 and can be extended with ME-1, 2, 3, 4, or 5.

M-3

Where activity is used; M-3 is abbreviated for Mudflat habitat creation and can be used on ricefields,
other cropland, moist soil units, shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The M-3 activity requires the field to be disked twice, rolled, or water buffaloed so the
majority of vegetation is at least at soil level prior to flooding by August 15. Ideally the field should be
gradually flooded up to a maximum depth of 2 inches accommodating fall migrating shorebirds and
waterfowl such as blue-winged teal and Northern pintails. The M-3 flood must mimic mudflat conditions
until November 15 and can be extended with ME-1, 2, 3, 4, or 5. Water levels can be lowered briefly to
accommodate vegetative manipulation (up to 2 additional diskings/rollings) by September 30 in order to
maintain mudflat-like habitat conditions.

M-4

Where activity is used; M-4 is abbreviated for Mudflat habitat creation and can be used on ricefields,
other cropland, moist soil units, shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The M-4 activity requires the field to be disked twice, rolled, or water buffaloed so the
majority of vegetation is at least at soil level prior to flooding by July 15. Ideally the field should be



gradually flooded up to a maximum depth of 2 inches accommodating fall migrating shorebirds such as
sandpipers, yellowlegs, and dowitchers. The M-4 flood must mimic mudflat conditions until November
15 and can be extended with ME-1, 2, 3, 4, or 5. Water levels can be lowered briefly to accommodate
vegetative manipulation (up to 2 additional diskings/rollings) by September 30 in order to maintain
mudflat-like habitat conditions.

M-5

Where activity is used; M-5 is abbreviated for Mudflat habitat creation and can be used on ricefields,
other cropland, moist soil units, shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The M-5 activity requires the field to be disked twice, rolled, or water buffaloed so the
majority of vegetation is at least at soil level prior to flooding by July 15. Ideally the field should be
gradually flooded up to a maximum depth of 2 inches accommodating fall migrating shorebirds. The M-5
flood must mimic mudflat conditions until February 15. Water levels can be lowered briefly to
accommodate vegetative manipulation (up to 2 additional diskings/rollings) by September 30 in order
to maintain mudflat-like habitat conditions.

Food and Cover for Wintering Wildlife

F-1

Where activity is used; F-1 is abbreviated to stand for Food/cover for wintering waterbirds/wetland
wildlife. It can be used on ricefields, other cropland, moist soil units, shallow water areas, or any
openland capable of being flooded. Idle cropland should not have been left idle for no more than 1
year or moist soil units/shallow water areas should have been not have been without vegetative
manipulations (like disking) for more than 2 years.

What is intended; The F-1 activity allows existing crop stubble or existing fallow vegetation (which
should be dominated by annual grasses and forbs) to be left standing (shredding, disking, or rolling is
not eligible for payment) and a flood averaging between 6 and 10 inches be pumped on by October 1.
This early flooding will allow standing terrestrial vegetation to senesce, lodge, and begin to break down
creating usable habitat by the time the majority of migrating birds (mallards, gadwall, American wigeon,
Northern shoveler, etc.) arrive. Water levels should be maintained near the average 6 to 10 inch depth.
The flooded conditions must be retained until January 30 and can be extended with FE-1lor FE-2.

F-2

Where activity is used; F-2 is abbreviated to stand for Food/cover for wintering waterbirds/wetland
wildlife. It can be used on harvested ricefields (or other crop fields within a rice rotation such as
soybeans) capable of being flooded by surface or well water.

What is intended; The F-2 activity requires existing crop stubble be left standing (shredding, disking, or
rolling should not be needed) and a flood averaging between 6 and 10 inches be pumped on by



November 15. Water levels should be maintained near the average 6 to 10 inch depth. The flooded
conditions must be retained until January 30 and can be extended with FE-1or FE-2.

F-3

Where activity is used; F-3 is abbreviated to stand for Food/cover for wintering waterbirds/wetland
wildlife. It can be used on idled ricefields, other idled cropland, moist soil units, shallow water areas, or
any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The F-3 activity is applicable on croplands that should have been left idle for more
than 1 year or moist soil units/shallow water areas should have been without vegetative manipulations
(like disking) for more than 2 years. Existing vegetation may contain annual grasses and forbs, perennial
grasses and forbs, and some perennial woody shrubs and saplings. Existing vegetation must be in a
condition capable of being shredded, mowed, bushogged, rolled, or disked with normal farming
implements and manipulations must take place prior to flooding. A winter flood averaging between 6
and 10 inches must be pumped on by November 15 and maintained until January 30 and can be
extended with FE-1or FE-2.

F-4

Where activity is used; F-4 is abbreviated to stand for Food/cover for wintering waterbirds/wetland
wildlife. It can be used on harvested ricefields, pastures, haylands, other croplands, and moist soil areas
without pump flooding capabilities (capable of being flooded by precipitation only).

What is intended; The F-4 activity requires existing rice stubble or other existing vegetation (e.g., annual
grasses and forbs, perennial grasses and forbs, and some perennial woody shrubs and saplings) must be
in a condition capable of being shredded, mowed, bushogged, rolled, or disked with normal farming
implements and manipulations must take place prior to flooding. Such manipulations should be applied
to at least half of the field (e.g., strips). Water control structures should be closed by November 15 with
levels set to catch and maintain a winter flood averaging between 6 and 10 inches and be maintained at
least until January 30.

Crawfish Pond Flood Extensions

C-1

Where activity is used; C-1 is abbreviated to stand for crawfish lake habitat for wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife. It can be used on existing crawfish production fields/ponds/lakes that
typically maintain a flood from October through June of the following year.

What is intended; The C-1 activity requires existing flood conditions, beneficial to breeding waterfowl,
be slowly lowered to average between 6 and 10 inches and be maintained at least until July 15. At that
time water can be slowly drained, providing accumulated invertebrate and vegetative food resources to
several wading birds, shore birds, and immature waterfowl.



C-2

Where activity is used; C-2 is abbreviated to stand for crawfish lake habitat for wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife. It can be used on existing crawfish production fields/ponds/lakes that
typically maintain a flood from October through June of the following year.

What is intended; The C-1 activity requires existing flood conditions, beneficial to breeding and
immature waterfowl through Spring and Summer, be slowly lowered to average between 6 and 10
inches and be maintained at least until August 15. At that time water can be slowly drained, providing
accumulated invertebrate food resources to several wading birds, shore birds, and early migrating
waterfowl.

Extending Mudflat Habitat to Wintering Flooded Fields
ME-1

Where activity is used; ME-1 is abbreviated to stand for Mudflat habitat extension to wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife habitat and can be used on ricefields, other cropland, moist soil units,
shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The ME-1 activity requires existing flood conditions from any of the “M” activities
(above) be slowly raised after November 15 to average between 6 and 10 inches and be maintained
until January 30. ME-1 can also be used as a stand alone winter flood activity.

ME-2

Where activity is used; ME-2 is abbreviated to stand for Mudflat habitat extension to wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife habitat and can be used on ricefields, other cropland, moist soil units,
shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The ME-2 activity requires existing flood conditions from any of the “M” activities
(above) be slowly raised after November 15 to average between 6 and 10 inches and be maintained
until February 15. ME-2 can also be used as a stand alone winter flood activity.

ME-3

Where activity is used; ME-3 is abbreviated to stand for Mudflat habitat extension to wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife habitat and can be used on ricefields, other cropland, moist soil units,
shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The ME-1 activity requires existing flood conditions from any of the “M” activities
(above) be slowly raised after November 15 to average between 6 and 10 inches and be maintained
until March 1. ME-1 can also be used as a stand alone winter flood activity.



ME-4

Where activity is used; ME-4 is abbreviated to stand for Mudflat habitat extension to wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife habitat and can be used on ricefields, other cropland, moist soil units,
shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The ME-4 activity requires existing flood conditions from any of the “M” activities
(above) be slowly raised after November 15 to average between 6 and 10 inches and be maintained
until March 30. ME-4 can also be used as a stand alone winter flood activity.

Extending Mudflat Habitat

ME-5

Where activity is used; ME-5 is abbreviated to stand for Mudflat habitat extension to continue mudflat-
like habitats for wintering waterbirds/wetland wildlife and can be used on ricefields, other cropland,
moist soil units, shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The ME-5 activity requires existing flood conditions from any of the “M” activities
(above) be maintained after November 15 to average depth between saturated soil condition and 2
inches and be maintained until January 15. ME-5 can also be used as a stand alone winter mudflat
habitat activity as long as the majority of vegetation is at least at soil level prior to flooding.

Extending Winter Flooded Field Habitat
FE-1

Where activity is used; FE-1 is abbreviated to stand for Food/cover habitat extension to wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife habitat and can be used on ricefields, other cropland, moist soil units,
shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The FE-1 activity requires existing flood conditions from any of the “F” activities
except F-4 (above) be maintained after January 30 to average between 6 and 10 inches and be
maintained until March 1. FE-1 can also be used as a stand alone winter flood activity.

FE-2

Where activity is used; FE-2 is abbreviated to stand for Food/cover habitat extension to wintering
waterbirds/wetland wildlife habitat and can be used on ricefields, other cropland, moist soil units,
shallow water areas, or any openland capable of being flooded.

What is intended; The FE-1 activity requires existing flood conditions from any of the “F” activities
except F-4 (above) be maintained after January 30 to average between 6 and 10 inches and be
maintained until March 30. FE-1 can also be used as a stand alone winter flood activity.
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